
A lot has changed since 1938, when Wyvernwood Apartments 

were first constructed. Today’s apartments lack basic features and 

amenities that have been commonplace elsewhere for decades. 

Parking was designed for an era with far fewer cars. All apartments, 

no matter how large, have just one bathroom. Current units do 

not meet current fire or disability access requirements. And aging 

electrical and sewer systems can’t handle such basic items as air 

conditioners, washing machines or cable TV.

The new community will remake this outdated complex into an 

attractive, 21st-century living center. New electrical systems will 

allow families to enjoy a wide variety of appliances that would 

overburden the current system, including hair dryers, toaster ovens 

and large TVs. An improved sewer system will handle washing 

machines for the first time, and cable TV will be available for the 

first time. Even though parking will substantially increase, the area 

covered by surface lots will decrease by eight acres, as many spaces 

will be underground or “hidden” in the base of buildings.

Units on the 69-acre site – generally bordered by East 8th Street 

to the north, Grande Vista Avenue to the east, Olympic Boulevard 

to the south and Soto Street to the west– will come in a range 

of tasteful building styles, including townhouses, courtyard 

apartments and mixed-use residential towers with scenic vistas 

of downtown or distant mountains. Buildings will be clustered 

around landscaped courtyards and large open-space areas that will 

serve as a strong organizing feature for the entire complex, and the 

entire perimeter will be lined with trees. 

To be sensitive to neighbors, buildings near low-density residential 

areas along the project’s northern and northeastern borders will be 

limited to 45 feet in height, with the tallest 

structures located farthest from  

nearby homes. 
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A Safe & Secure Community
Ensuring security for residents and visitors at the new site is a top 

priority. Safety features are central elements of the community’s 

design, which adheres to internationally recognized “Crime 

Prevention Through Environmental Design” standards.

Increased and Improved Lighting
More streetlights and extensive pathway lighting will reduce 

concealed areas and make for safer walking conditions after dark. 

Improved lighting of building entries and walkways will help 

orient pedestrians and clearly identify secure routes between 

parking areas and building entrances.

Natural Surveillance
Active communities deter crime. The project is designed to 

welcome residents out of their homes to enjoy shared amenities 

such as retail locations and parks. In addition, building entrances, 

doorways and architectural features such as balconies and terraces 

will be oriented toward public spaces.  The result will be improved 

sightlines throughout the site ensuring “eyes on the street” to 

promote neighborly monitoring of the complex. 

In addition, the new layout will eliminate most concealed areas 

currently not visible to residents, pedestrians or passing traffic.

Improved Circulation
The current Wyvernwood complex has only three roads, 

leading to poor circulation that impedes security vehicles and 

emergency responders from accessing all areas of the complex. A 

modernized, expanded street grid will enhance access to all areas 

of the site. This will permit better patrolling and allow police, fire 

and medical vehicles to respond swiftly to the precise location 

where help may be needed.

Additional security features will include a closed-circuit 

television survey system and an active Neighborhood Watch 

Program. Plus, tax revenue from the project – estimated to total 

$25 million a year in annual revenue for the city at completion– 

will help support police and fire protection, along with other 

vital public services.
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Safety features that deter 

crime and gang activity are 

central elements of the 

community’s design


